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Dear Dr. Frank,

I am writing to you with regard to your appeal on the editorial decision for your submission
to PLOS ONE "Propagation of Error and the Reliability of Global Air Temperature Projections",
PONE-D-18-14400.

We appreciate your arguments as to why you believe that this manuscript has not been evaluated
according to PLOS ONE policy and have considered them carefully. However, I regret to inform
you that we have decided that the rejection should be upheld.

As you are aware, PLOS ONE policy does allow authors to name individuals who may not be able
to assess the submission objectively, due to personal, financial or other conflicts of
interests. However, this policy does not provide for excluding whole groups and communities,
and the journal cannot uphold all requested exclusions for reviewers or editors if such
requests compromise the quality of the review process for the work under consideration.

After careful evaluation of your manuscript, we feel that the implications for climate
modelling warrant review by experts from that community. Such expertise is, in our view,
necessary to properly assess the claims within the manuscript.

In summary, we feel that Section Editor Afel's assessment was sufficient to reach a decision
on this manuscript and that hence your manuscript does not meet our criteria for publication.
Whilst we acknowledge that in your rebuttal you may have been able to address some of the
concerns raised previously, overall we remain concerned about the lack of evidence to support
the conclusions presented.

I appreciate that you will be disappointed by this decision and I am sorry that we cannot be
more positive on this occasion. Please note that decisions on appeal cases are final.

Thank you for your interest in PLOS ONE.
Regards,

Frances Trayler

Staff EO

PLOS ONE

on behalf of

Leonie Mueck

Associate Editor
PLOS ONE
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